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I. REQUIRED AND RECOMMENDED TEXTS

Required

Instructor will make all readings/videos available on Cabrini Learn or through the Films On Demand Library database.  Instructions for logging on to Films On Demand available on Cabrini Learn attached to Unit 1 paper assignment link.
II. OBJECTIVES AND FORMAT

a.
This course approaches American Studies as seen through the eyes of one of the nation’s most controversial and iconic filmmakers, Spike Lee.  Through this course, students will learn about the film writing and filmmaking processes as art forms.  Students will engage in critical analyses and extensive discussion about all aspects of filmmaking such as cinematography, acting, lighting, and editing.  This course meets the Aesthetics Appreciation Exploration learning outcomes listed below:



Aesthetic Appreciation Learning Outcomes:

· Students will make and support critical judgments about artistic works.  (Analytic Reasoning and Critical Thinking/Curiosity)

· Assessed through key questions about the films that challenge the student to think critically about the artistic merits of the films, and through the signature assignment.
· Students will demonstrate an understanding of the vernacular and/or fine arts and of their aesthetic principles.  (Creative Thinking)

· Assessed through key questions about the films that challenge the student to think critically about the artistic merits of the films, and through the signature assignment.
· Students will demonstrate an understanding of creativity as an expression of one's view of the world.  (Creative Thinking/Sense of Self)

· Assessed through key questions about the films that challenge the student to think critically about the artistic merits of the films, and through the signature assignment.
· Students will enhance their ability to communicate about artistry and/or to develop and express their own creativity and to share that communication in small group settings.  (Mediated Communication/Small Group Communication)
· Assessed through key questions about the films that challenge the student to think critically about the artistic merits of the films, and through the signature assignment.
b.

Student written work will be graded based on the history rubric included on Cabrini Learn.   
c.
This course is online.  Students will be assessed through regular writing assignments.  Students will meet the contact hour requirement through the watching of videos and completion of papers that will serve as the equivalent of in-class exams for this course.  (Viewing Hours: 30 hours; Paper Equivalency Hours: 12-15 hours).    

III. ASSIGNMENTS/METHOD OF EVALUATION
Papers 


100% (25% each)
	A
	93-100%
	(930-1000 points)
	A-
	90-92.9%
	(900-929.9 points)

	B+
	87-89.9%
	(870-899.9 points)
	B
	83-86.9%
	(830-869.9 points)

	B-
	80-82.9%
	(800-829.9 points)
	C+
	77-79.9%
	(770-799.9 points)

	C
	73-76.9%
	(730-769.9 points)
	C-
	70-72.9%
	(700-729.9 points)

	D+
	67-69.9%
	(670-699.9 points)
	D
	60-66.9%
	(600-669.9 points)

	F
	< 60%
	(<600 points)
	
	
	


IV.
LOCATION OF OFFICE, POSTED OFFICE HOURS,

TELEPHONE EXTENSION, E-MAIL ADDRESS

Office: 259 Grace Hall

Office Hours: Monday by appointment; Wednesday 2-5; Thursday 9:30-10:30 and 2-3; and other times by appointment. I handle my office hour appointments through SignUpGenius.  Here is the url to use to sign up for an office visit: Dr. Mace Spring 2020 Office Hours Sign Up.  Please be sure to sign up for a time and fill out all of the fields so that I can be sure I am allotting adequate time to see you.   You can also email me to set up an appointment outside of the times on SignUpGenius.

Email: mace@cabrini.edu

Cell Phone: 215-808-4062
	Course Outline

	Week 1 (1/13):

Introduction
See Reading on Cabrini Learn

	Week 2 (1/20):

Video: 

1. “Lalee’s Kin” (1 hr., 29 min)
2. “Four Little Girls” (1 hr., 42 min.) 

	Week 3 (1/27):
Unit 1 Papers Due – 2/2

	Weeks 4 through 7 (2/3 - 2/24)

Video:
1. “Crooklyn” (2 hr.; 24 min)
2. “Clockers” (2 hr., 9 min.)
3. “Do The Right Thing” (2 hr., 5 min.)
4.  “School Daze” (2 hr., 1 min.)

	Week 8 (3/2)

Unit 2 Paper Due – 3/8

	Weeks 9 through 12 (3/9 – 3/30)

Videos:

1. “Bamboozled” (2 hr., 16 min.)
2. “Miracle at St. Anna” (2 hr., 40 min.)
3. “Mo’ Better Blues (2 hr., 9 min.)
4. “Malcolm X” (3 hr., 22 min.)
5. “Jungle Fever” (2 hr., 12 min.)

	Week 13 (4/6)

Unit 3 Paper Due – 4/12


	Weeks 14 and 15 (4/13 and 4/27)

Videos:

1. “25th Hour” (2 hr., 15 min.)
2. “Inside Man” (2 hr., 9 min.)

	Finals Week
Final Assignment Due – 5/8



Note: I will provide feedback on your papers in two ways, line editing within the body of your paper (particularly with early assignments) and general comments in the comment box.
 CENTER FOR STUDENT SUCCESS (CSS)

•
ACADEMIC ADVISING – Coaches provide practical strategies for improving academic skills and study habits.  Available by appointment or on a drop-in basis.

Grace Hall 135; studentsuccess@cabrini.edu; 610-902-8373, cabrini.edu/advising

•
CENTER FOR CAREER AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

The CCPD helps students with deciding on a major, career counseling and job research, resume and cover letter review, internship assistance, interview strategies, and access to online resources: Handshake, CareerShift, and Interview Stream. Available by appointment or on a drop-in basis. Widener Center 2nd  floor; career@cabrini.edu; cabrini.edu/career

•
DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER (DRC) – Cabrini provides support services and appropriate accommodations for qualified students with documented disabilities. Classroom and/or testing accommodations are only provided to students who have Verified  Individualized Services and Accommodations (VISA) form.  Students are responsible for providing their instructors with a VISA prior to when they need academic adjustments in advance of any request for accommodations. Available by appointment.

Founder’s Hall 86; drc@cabrini.edu, 610-902-8572; cabrini.edu/disabilitysupport

•
MATH RESOURCE CENTER – Support to students enrolled in mathematics courses through the calculus level. Services available by appointment or on a drop-in basis during specified hours. Appointments can be made at:  https://cabrini.mywconline.com/.  You must register for an account first.

Rooymans Hall; mathtutor@cabrini.edu; 610-902-8563; cabrini.edu/mathtutoring 

•
SUBJECT-AREA TUTORING - Peer tutoring with the opportunity to learn and explore course content one-on-one with other undergraduate students who have previously succeeded in the course. Services available by appointment or on a drop-in basis during specified hours. Appointments can be made at:  https://cabrini.mywconline.com/.  You must register for an account first.

Rooymans Hall; peertutoring@cabrini.edu; 610-902-8443; cabrini.edu/peertutoring

•
WRITING CENTER – Individualized writing support for undergraduate students in all disciplines at any stage of the writing process.  Available by appointment or on a drop-in basis during specified hours. Appointments can be made at:  https://cabrini.mywconline.com/.  You must register for an account first.

Rooymans Hall; writingcenter@cabrini.edu; 610-902-8506; cabrini.edu/writingcenter
HOLY SPIRIT LIBRARY

Resources and support for research and study. library@cabrini.edu; 610-902-8538; www.cabrini.edu/library

CAVALIER EXPRESS CENTER

Assistance with registration, billing and financial aid.

Grace Hall, 1st floor; cavalierexpress@cabrini.edu; 610-902-8188; cabrini.edu/registrar, cabrini.edu/billing, cabrini.edu/financialaid

ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY

The principal objective of the Cabrini University’s Academic Honesty Policy is to encourage a dynamic, open, and honest intellectual climate based on the personal and academic integrity of all members. It is the student’s responsibility to review and uphold the policy as stated in the University Catalog.

TITLE IX POLICY ON HARASSMENT, DISCRIMINATION AND SEXUAL MISCONDUCT

Consistent with its mission, Cabrini University seeks to assure all community members learn and work in a welcoming and inclusive environment. Federal law and Cabrini’s Title IX policy prohibit harassment, discrimination and sexual misconduct. Cabrini encourages anyone experiencing harassment, discrimination or sexual misconduct to talk to appropriate personnel about it, so that they can get the support they need and Cabrini can respond appropriately (resource people and contact information below). All Cabrini faculty are required under law to report any potential incidents of sexual harassment or misconduct. Cabrini is legally obligated to respond to reports of sexual misconduct, and accordingly cannot guarantee the confidentiality of information it receives that may violate Cabrini’s Title IX policy, unless made to a confidential resource (see below).

For more information about Cabrini’s policies and resources or reporting options, please visit the following website: www.cabrini.edu/titleix

Title IX Coordinator – Denise Johnston | 610-902-8207
Public Safety | 610-902-8245 Confidential Resources:

•
Counseling and Psychological Services | 610-902-8561

•
Campus Ministry (Campus Chaplain) | 610-902-8438

•
Health Services | 610-902-8531

EMERGENCY AND SAFETY PROCEDURES

Cabrini cares about the safety and wellbeing of all members of its community. Students should familiarize themselves with emergency lockdown guidelines and fire/emergency exit instructions, which are located on the back of/near each classroom door.

RELIGIOUS HOLIDAY POLICY

As our mission statement reads, Cabrini University welcomes learners of all faiths, cultures, and backgrounds. We strive to create an inclusive campus that honors the diverse faith traditions of our university community while at the same time adhering to our Catholic, Cabrinian identity.

As our student body becomes more diverse, it is increasingly important that we, as a multicultural community, accommodate students from a variety of religious backgrounds who wish to observe religious holidays. While it is not feasible to schedule coursework around all religious holidays for a class as a whole, we ask faculty to please honor requests from individual students to reschedule assignments and to be absent from classes that conflict with observances of major religious holidays, and to inform students that this is an option. For the complete policy, please see the university catalog.
UNIVERSITY-WIDE ACADEMIC STANDING AND RETENTION POLICIES –


1.  University-wide Academic Standing and Retention Policies – To ensure students are aware of the overall requirements to remain in good academic standing all course syllabi are now required to include SPECIFIC information on undergraduate and/or graduate student academic standing.
As of Fall 2017, undergraduate students must maintain minimum term and cumulative grade point averages (GPA) or higher, based on their number of credits earned toward graduation to remain in good academic standing and ultimately receive an undergraduate degree from Cabrini University.
Students with fewer than 27 earned credits must maintain a 1.75 GPA or higher, students with 27 to 56.9 earned credits must maintain a 1.90 GPA or higher, and students with 57 or more earned credits must maintain a 2.00 GPA or higher.
Students earning a term GPA below their stated minimum, but having a cumulative GPA at or above their minimum are placed on Academic Warning.
Students earning a cumulative GPA of at least 1.00, but below their stated minimum, for the first time OR who have been on Probation in one previous semester, but not in the previous term of study, are placed on Probation.  
Students who are first-time, first year students who have a cumulative GPA below 1.00 in their first semester of study at Cabrini may be considered for Conditional Probation instead of Dismissal.
Students who have a cumulative GPA below 1.00 OR were on Probation in the previous term of study OR were on Probation two or more times during their time at Cabrini OR were ever on Conditional Probation are considered Dismissed from Cabrini University.  
Students may be granted the opportunity to appeal a dismissal for the opportunity to return for an additional probationary semester at the discretion of the Academic Review Board.
Individual departments or programs may have additional, more rigorous criteria beyond University-wide level criteria necessary to remain in certain programs.  Students should consult with their Chair or Program Coordinator for more information.
Any student with financial aid is subject to the academic progress requirements of their specific aid package.  Students should consult with the Financial Aid Office if they have questions about academic requirements for their specific grants, loans and/or scholarships.


2.  Withdrawal/Drop Deadlines for Part-of-Term Classes – In addition to the inclusion of withdrawal deadlines for regular 15-week classes, all syllabi must now include SPECIFIC withdrawal and drop dates. This includes part-of-term classes. A Drop removes the course from a student’s record completely, the course is not used to calculate the student’s credit load for the semester, and the student is not financially responsible for the course.  A Withdrawal results in the course showing on a student transcript with a grade of “W,” the course is used to calculate credit load, but not GPA, and the student is financially responsible for the course. Students must submit advisor-signed drop/withdrawal forms to the Registrar’s Office by the deadlines. Extensions may only be granted with documentable, extenuating circumstances.

The drop and withdrawal deadline for 15-week courses are Wednesday, January 22, 2020 and Monday, April 6, 2020, respectively.  

The drop deadline for all part-of-term classes, regardless of whether the class is offered on-campus or online, is prior to the second class meeting or the second Blackboard site log-in, whichever comes first.  You will be required to provide attendance/login information for any drop request, so, even if you do not count attendance in your grade calculations, please maintain a record of attendance for students.
The withdrawal deadline for Spring 1 8-week courses is Wednesday, February 19, 2020 and for Spring 2 8-week courses is Wednesday, April 22, 2020. The withdrawal deadline for any other part-of-term classes not falling within these two categories is prior to 70% of the course being completed. Please contact the Registrar’s Office for assistance in calculating the correct date.

3.  Final Exam Week Emergency Closure Policy – Cabrini’s Fall and Spring Academic Calendars schedule a five-day final exam period for 15-week courses and the final exam period is included as part of the mandatory instructional hours for all courses.  Exams are typically scheduled Tuesday through Friday, reserving Saturdays as a makeup period.  Effective Spring 2020, faculty must indicate in their syllabus how they will make up their final exam/class period if a situation arises where the University is closed (e.g. snow emergency).  Faculty are encouraged to develop online options.  In cases where that is not possible, faculty must indicate that the final exam/class period make up will be held on the Saturday at the same time period as their originally scheduled exam/class period and that students should make their travel plans accordingly.
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